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line, which connects Madras with Calcutta, passes through
Nellore, Bezwada, Rajahmundry, and Samalkot, and joins
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at Waltair near Vizagapatam.
From Bezwada, a line runs through Nandyal and Kurnool
Road to Guntakal, where it joins the north-west line.
Short lines run from Bezwada and Samalkot respectively
to Masulipatam and Cocanada on the coast The Bengal-
Nagpur Railway passes through Vizianagram, Chicacole
Road, and Naupada; and, skirting the Chilka lake, runs
into Bengal. A line, built by the Raja of Parlakimedi,
connects the town of Parlakimedi with Naupada.
The South Indian Railway has two main lines, with
various branches, which run respectively to the west coast,
and southward to Tuticorin. The former, with running
powers from Madras to Jalarpet, passes through Salem,
Erode, Podanur, and the natural break in the western ghats
called the Palghat Gap, to Malabar. Striking the coast,
it runs northward through Calicut, Tellicherry, and Can-
nanore, to Mangalore in South Canara. For those
proceeding to Yercaud on the Shevaroy hills, Salem is the
most convenient station. From Podanur, a line runs
through Coimbatore to Mettupalaiyam, and there joins the
rack-rail Nllgiri Mountain Railway, which, winding up the
ghat through many tunnels, touches at Coonoor and Wel-
lington, and has its terminus at Ootacamund. The railway
has displaced the service of vehicles called tongas, drawn
by horses, by which travellers formerly ascended the ghat
road. At Shoranur, the main line joins the Shoranur-
Cochin State Railway from Shoranur to Ernakulam,
whence the backwater can be crossed to Cochin. The
southern line, starting from Madras, runs, now near the
coast and now far inland, to Tuticorin, whence a steamer
service conveys passengers to Colombo. It is a very
important pilgrim route, passing as it does, directly or by
means of its branches, through many towns celebrated for

